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Message from Matt 


It’s been a busy 
summer for the 
project. As we ramp up 
construction under the 
direction of our new 
design-build contractor, 
Maryland Transit 
Solutions (MTS), we 
also are fielding a lot 
of questions from the 
public about the 
Purple Line. 


Matthew Pollack, PE, PMP. 


You can find both the detailed answers from these 
inquiries and the presentations on our website from our 
seven Community Advisory Team (CAT) meetings that 
wrapped up in June. 


I'll give you a sample of some of the questions 
we received. 


Supply chain obstacles have been a worldwide issue. 
Whether it’s baby formula or steel, obtaining materials 
can be a challenge. How is the Purple Line affected 

by this? In many cases, we already have purchased or 
ordered big ticket items even if we don’t need them for a 
year or more to stay ahead of possible disruptions. Some 
items, such as iron ductile pipe, remain a challenge that 
requires creative thinking to get the job done. 


Many of you wanted to know when the Capital Crescent 
Trail (CCT) will reopen. The short answer is, as Soon as 
possible. The trail is a critical point for our crews to access 


construction work sites, as well as testing operations that 
will begin in 2025. For safety reasons, we can’t open the 
trail to the public until these efforts are complete and 
crews are clear. 


The good news is we are building a bigger and better trail. 
It will be paved, replacing the dirt and gravel surface, and 
12 feet wide instead of eight to 10 feet wide. Passing will 
be easier and safer for pedestrians and bicyclists, with the 
addition of shoulders on both sides of the trail. Twenty- 
three well-marked access points will improve safety by 
reducing abrupt entries. The new trail also will extend an 
additional mile, connecting to downtown Silver Spring 
and other trails. 


There were a lot of good questions about how light 

rail vehicles will interact with vehicular traffic. In some 
sections of the alignment, the train will travel down the 
center of the road with normal traffic. In others, like much 
of University Boulevard in Prince George’s County, the 
light rail is in the center of the road but separated from 
traffic. Sometimes the train will travel off the road entirely. 
How will left turns work? The train will follow the flow of 
traffic, operate as a vehicle would and obey traffic signals. 


We really enjoyed resuming face-to-face meetings and 
look forward to the next round in the fall, when we can 
update you on our progress and plans. We are committed 
to being responsive to your inquiries. If you have any 
issues related to construction, you may email us at 
outreach@purplelinemd.com or call our hotline, 
443-451-3706 (English) or 443-451-3705 (Spanish). 


Sign up to receive construction notifications at purplelinemd.com 


TOP LEFT: As part of the work to prepare the College Park Metro station bus loop for the Purple Line station, a sidewalk was reconstructed along Campus Drive. 
TOP CENTER: In July, crews opened the new sidewalk that connects the Metro station to the Trolley Trail. BOTTOM LEFT: Crews excavate a decades-old gas line 
along Georgia Avenue and Bonifant Street. RIGHT: Gas line installation continues with a goal of completing work this month, weather permitting. 


Business Spotlight: Rose's One Stop 


Ethiopia native Tsigereda “Rose” Sesero always dreamed of opening a business. That dream was realized in 2015 
in Silver Spring. Originally a gift shop, Rose’s Gift Shop & Convenience Store on Bonifant Street has evolved into 
a neighborhood staple. 


Rose’s has a wide variety of products, from handmade gifts to international foods, libations and household 
goods. A resident of Silver Spring for more than 17 years, Sesero said her favorite part of owning a business is 
serving the community. She is excited for the additional business the Purple Line will bring to Bonifant Street 
and the Silver Spring area. 


Rose’s One Stop is open Monday through Friday, 
10 a.m. to 9 p.m., Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m., 
and Sundays from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
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People Behind the Purple Line: Minh Diep 


Minh Diep is one of two Purple Line business 
engagement officers. He is responsible for 
maintaining access to and resolving issues 
for businesses along the project corridor in 
Montgomery County. 


Prior to joining the project’s business engagement 
team, Minh worked in the marketing and consulting 
industry in California. He joined the Purple Line to 
apply his skills in marketing and customer service. 


“| enjoy working with people and solving problems,’ 
he said. “Businesses are part of the fabric of our 
community, and we support them.” 


Minh’s responsibilities include building and 
maintaining relationships with businesses along the 
alignment impacted by construction and mitigating 
any potential issues. In his free time, he enjoys 
reading, photography, hiking and exploring new 
coffee shops. 


Contact Minh at outreach@purplelinemd.com if you 
have any questions about construction or access to 
your business. 
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